several times since, I have had a particularly fortunate opportunity to see the growth and development of thoracic and cardiovascular surgery in most of the principal Asian countries. When first in Korea as a battalion surgeon in the US Army Medical Corps, I was impressed with the underdeveloped infrastructureof all the places I visited at that time. Although the people. were charming and reflected Old World culture and customs, the practice of cardiovascular surgery was in its infancy due to the enormous impact on education and resources as a result of World War 11. Yet, the physicians and surgeons were hungry for knowledge and entranced by newer medical devices and techniques. Because of their inherent technical skills, Asian surgeons were quick to learn, diligent in their studies, and innovative .in development of newer equipment and procedures.
Over the next three decades, I had the opportunity to have several young surgeons from various Asian countries spend part of their fellowship training in our thoracic and cardiovascular surgery program at Saint Joseph Hospital in Denver. Today, many of these fellows have distinguished themselves by becoming deans or department heads in medical schools and major hospitals, and have contributed significantly to the progress and growth of surgery in their home countries. Now, when I visit their institutions I find myself in a dual role, not only as a teacher but also as a student greatly itnpressed by the strides and progress that have taken place over the last half century. Access to enormous patient volume and a wide spectrum of pathology have allowed these surgeons not only to excel in their specialty but to provide valuable service to their countries and to their people.
Thus, during my career I have been privileged to see an "Evolution of Excellence" in thoracic and cardiovascular surgery in Asia. I have also been privileged to be able to play a small part in helping thiscome about and I share in the pride for the prestigious position our specialty now enjoys in Asia. Now, when my wife and I visit former students an? colleagues, we are overwhelmed by and forever grateful for their incomparable hospitality and graciousness.
This evolution of progress has been greatly enhanced by such publications as theAsian Cardior*ascirlar & Thoracic Aiznals, and its commitment to education and the dissemination of knowledge. I am reminded of a quotation first seen at the student union of my medical school:
"Tis education forms the common mind: Just as the twig is bent, the tree's inclin'd".
-Alexander Pope "Moral Essays" J l 3 4
